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WKU

AtoZ

Each Friday, the Herald brings
you a story inspired by a letter of
the alphabet.

Q is for queen
page 2
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PROFESSORS

PART TWO OF A THREE PART SERIES

Gatton Academy
receives $20,000
from AT&T
By CAMERON KOCH
news@wkuherald.com

Gatton Academy of Mathematics and Science celebrated Valentine’s Day with an open house. In the process, it received a special Valentine’s gift — a $20,000
check from AT&T.
The money will go toward an innovation and leadership-themed speaker series to help inspire both Gatton
Academy and WKU students to excel in math and science.
Gatton Academy Director Tim Gott, said the academy
tries to host an open house every year to raise awareness
and educate the public on what it's all about. This year,
Valentine’s Day looked like a great choice and also provided an avenue to reveal the gift, he said. He wants the
lecture series to show students the possibilities of careers
in today’s world.
“It’s so students of the Academy and the university get
a better idea of what’s out there,” he said.
SEE GATTON, PAGE 3
SHELBY MACK/HERALD

Tim Straubel, a professor of German, hugs his dog Maggie while Owen eats grass. “Owen, why are you doing that? What’s
with the grass today?” Straubel asked his dog.

Puppy
love

By NATALIE HAYDEN

Bachelor instructor adopts puppy siblings

By ZIRCONIA ALLEYNE
diversions@wkuherald.com

Dog-lovers Brent and Holly Oglesbee
were on a mission to find a companion for
their friend and bachelor Tim Straubel.
The couple had adopted four dogs from
the Bowling Green Humane Society and
wanted Straubel, a WKU German instructor,
to get one too.
“She was the one who pestered Tim for
years to consider getting a dog from the local
shelter,” said Brent, the head of the WKU art
department.
Straubel, who was 38 at the time, enjoyed
volunteering at the shelter but was worried he
didn’t have enough time for a dog of his own.
“I didn’t want (a dog) to be in a kennel
that long,” he said.
Holly, an office associate for Modern

WKU watching
social media sites
for language
news@wkuherald.com

Languages, said she knew that he needed a
four-legged friend when he bought a house
in 2006 and was living alone.
So she made a point to send him pictures
of dogs that he could adopt.
“I think he really wanted a dog,” she said.
“He just hadn’t found the right ones.”
On the search for the perfect pooch,
Straubel noticed a puppy mixed with Beagle,
Basset Hound, Shar Pei and Lab. He later
named her Magnolia — Maggie for short.
After meeting with Maggie’s foster mother through the Humane Society in August
2008, he realized that Maggie was a package
deal.
She had a brother, which he named Owen,
and they were inseparable.
So he adopted both.

Administrators at WKU have noticed a rise in the use
of the word “n----” and other explicit words on the university sponsored Facebook page and Twitter.
Corie Martin, creative web services manager, monitors the WKU “class of” Facebook pages and said the
class of 2015 prompted the creation of a code of conduct
for the group.
“This year is the first year we’ve ever had to post a
code of conduct,” she said. “We had students not just using the N-word, but there was also excessive swearing
and excessive talking about partying.”
The code of conduct states that WKU has the right to
“edit or remove comments or posts that include excessive
cursing; racially insensitive comments; videos or photos
of an inappropriate nature and comments that encourage
underage drinking or drug usage.”
Martin oversees the Facebook page and takes down
any inappropriate comments. Twitter, however, is much
more difficult to monitor.

SEE PUPPY, PAGE 3

SEE LANGUAGE, PAGE 2

Roller derby members are some of WKU’s own
By MONICA SPEES
diversion@wkuherald.com

Brightly colored helmets, shorts and
tights made the glossy floor a blur of
hues. The whirlwind rainbow eventually ceased abruptly, and the colors
mixed together in a tumble of knee
pads and gloved hands meeting the rink
with resonating smacks.
Such is the life on the Vette City
Roller Derby teams.
“Ibuprofen was my best friend (after
my first practice),” Louisville freshman Alexandra Brumley said.
Brumley, a photojournalism major
who is currently going through a sixweek boot camp for the roller derby,
said she went to one practice per referee Jeremy “Zero” Copeck’s urging
and “fell in love with it.”
“It doesn’t matter if you’re big or
tiny as a toothpick,” Brumley said.
“There’s a place in derby for everyone.”
According to the team roster, diversity plays a big role in roller derby. More than a dozen WKU students
participate on the team, as well as six
WKU faculty members.

wkuherald.com
FRI. 57˚/ 39˚

CONTACT:

There are 27 members between the
Vixens and Bowling Green Hot Rods.
Head Coach Tucker “Tuck Norris”
Davis said roller derby was a bit foreign to him when he started coaching it
with a friend.
“When we first started, it was just
a bunch of people trying to do stuff,”
said Davis, who mentioned that everyone skated in blue jeans at first. “None
of us had any clue how to train for roller derby. But I was determined to try.”
When Davis’ fellow coach had
to drop the position, Davis said he
snatched up books on leadership and
researched websites for drills and other
information.
Davis said leading was only half
the challenge. Most of the women who
showed interest in the sport had never participated before. Some of them
had never even skated. But after some
training and team encouragement, Davis said all the players were doing well.
“Any woman, regardless of ability
or self-confidence can come out and
benefit,” Davis said.
SEE DERBY, PAGE 3
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CHRISTIAN RANDOLPH/HERALD

Tucker Davis, head coach of
the Vette City Roller Derby
team, instructs players
during practice at the Skate
Box on Feb. 2. Several members of the team are faculty
members at WKU, including
Davis, who teaches math at
South Campus.
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is for Queen
Student discovers passion through dressing in drag
By MOLLY ENGLISH
diversions@wkuherald.com

Walking on campus, many WKU students might pass a drag queen and not even
suspect it.
But their classmate, Owensboro sophomore George Morgan has an alter ego by
the name of Gabriella Divine, the Princess
of the Stars.
“I feel beautiful when I’m in drag,”
Morgan said. “She can bring something
beautiful into the world that I could not do
on my own.”
Transforming into drag involves dressing as a different gender, wearing overly
exaggerated makeup and elaborate outfits
— often with feathers and sequins — and
lip-synching and dancing to popular songs.
On Friday, Morgan is performing for
the first time as Gabriella Divine at The
Hookah Café in Owensboro. He will serve
as a special guest for a 21st birthday party.
“I’ve only dressed in drag for themed
parties and events,” Morgan said. “I’m just
really excited to be able to perform as Gabriella.”
The name Gabriella Divine came from
Morgan’s fascination with the archangel
Gabriel, while the Princess of the Stars
came as a subtitle because he wants his alter ego to be famous.
“George isn’t afraid of what others
think,” Ashland senior Joseph Sturgill said.

LANGUAGE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“There’s not really much
we can do about comments on
Twitter,” Martin said. “From a
university standpoint, and myself operating @WKU, I’m not
going to respond to someone on
Twitter in a public forum and say
they need to take their comment
down.”
President Gary Ransdell also
commented on the misuse of social networks through his Facebook page. Wednesday Ransdell
posted a status that said:
“We, at WKU, have become
particularly conscious lately
of some who are misusing social media and using some poor
judgment. So my message here
is ‘Be smart.’ Use social media

“He’s a star.”
Morgan often performs to artists like
Beyonce, The Pussycat Dolls, Christina
Aguilera, Katy Perry, Jessie J, Keri Hilson,
Rihanna, Jennifer Lopez, Nicki Minaj and
Adele.
He also looks to famous drag queen
performers like JuJuBee, RuPaul, Raja and
Raven for inspiration.
“They are such an influence in the drag
community,” Morgan said. “I think (all
drag performers) look to them to see what
they did to make it so big.”
Ellis Place, 700 State St., hosts an event
once a month where the local five-member
cast performs with one or two other special
guests.
Dustin Dennis — also known as Skylar
Marie — is a member of the cast. He said
the crowd is his favorite part of Ellis Place.
“I cannot sing at all, but music is my
life, so being able to express myself
through people like Whitney Houston and
artists of the top 40 is my way of channeling my musical skill,” Dennis said.
Morgan said he is not ready to audition
for Ellis Place or compete in pageants just
yet.
“I want to master my skill before I go
any further into this,” he said.
Morgan's hometown best friend, Courtney Lively, is his drag assistant. She helps
him get ready for the night and helps promote him through his Facebook page and

thoughtfully; always remember
what you send is permanent and
can be viewed years from now.
Employers do their homework.
They can and will track ways
in which prospective employees have used social media. We,
at WKU, track such things as
well.”
Dr. Lloren Foster, assistant
professor of African American
Studies, said he thinks AfricanAmerican students see the word
n---- as a term of endearment,
even though it is not. They do
not realize the history behind the
word.
“I understand the ugliness,
the brutality, the violence, the
degradation, the subjugation, oppression, exploitation. I could go
on all day,” he said.
By using n---- and other degrading terms on social media,

JOSH MAUSER/HERALD

Dustin Dennis, 20, of Bowling Green, also known as Skylar Marie, gets help with his make-up
from his boyfriend, James O’Neal. Both Dennis and O’Neal perform as drag queens. Dennis got
his start this past July and said some people are accepting of it. “Campus is accepting, but
outside of it is not,” he said.

word of mouth.
“All my close friends really pushed me
into drag,” Morgan said. “Compliments
after compliments after compliments will
eventually get to your head.”
Morgan said it requires a lot of friends’
support to get into drag. Glasgow sophomore Eb Mckinney is among those friends.
He also said the only support he fears he
won't receive is from his parents, whom he
hasn't told yet about his passion.
“Courtney and Eb have been my biggest supporters throughout this whole
thing,” Morgan said. “They’ve made me
feel comfortable in my second skin.”
Drag, like most hobbies, also requires

students’ futures can be damaged, said Veleashia Smith, assistant director of student development. She said this generation
doesn’t understand the importance of social media and that
WKU’s staff will try to find a solution and also educate students.
“We’re hoping to add some
social media etiquette curriculum to [University Experience]
courses in 2013,” Martin said. “I
am also working with judicial affairs about adding some specific
information to the student handbook.
“I think the vast majority of
students on this campus are very
respectful with one another,” she
said. “It just takes a few students
across campus that are kind of
mistreating one another to come
in and give the whole thing a bad
name.”

financial support.
Profits from shows go right back into
the craft, Morgan said.
“In a circumstance like (Morgan’s), you
would think he would back down from
such difficulty, but instead he uses that
challenge to inspire and power his creativity,” Mckinney said.
To make the lifestyle is more cost-efficient, Morgan and Dennis both make their
own outfits. Morgan said constructing the
costume is more unique and saves money.
“Drag is all about expressing yourself
from the inside,” Morgan said. “It’s making people see beauty from a different view
of yourself.”

■ CORRECTION
Due to a source error, the
date students will be taken off
Blackboard for nonpayment
was incorrectly identified in
a front-page article about the
nonpayment drop date of the
Friday, Feb. 10 issue.
The actual date students
will be taken off BlackBoard

for nonpayment is March 26.
The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald
corrects all confirmed errors
that are brought to reporters’
or editors’ attention. Please
call 745-6011 or 745-5044 to
report a correction, or email us
at editor@wkuherald.com.

CRIME REPORTS

was stolen from her dorm
room. The value of the theft is
$193.61.
■ Freshman Amy Calo, PFT,
and sophomore Jossee Young,
PFT reported on Feb. 13 that
they had items stolen from
their room in PFT. The value of
the theft is $1,800.

Reports

■ Freshman Cordero Douglas,
Pearce-Ford Tower, was cited
on Feb. 15 for possession of
marijuana near Meredith Hall.
■ Sophomore Shelby Dykes,
Bemis Lawrence Hall, reported
on Feb. 13 that her iPod Touch

CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE
WESTERN KENTUCKY
UNIVERSITY

FEBRUARY 22, 2012 at 6:00 P.M.
Prizes Given Away at 5:30 P.M.
DOWING UNIVERSITY CENTER AUDITORIUM
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GATTON

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Gott said approximately 65 percent of Gatton graduates go on to get a degree in a science, technology, engineering or mathematics
field.
Julia Roberts, executive director of Gatton
Academy and The Center for Gifted Studies,
hopes the gift from AT&T will inspire others
to contribute to the cause of innovation and
leadership.
Roberts said the hope is for the lecture series to begin next fall and be open to the community, not just Gatton Academy students.
David Weller, regional director for AT&T,
said he is hopeful the lecture series will help
encourage students.
“We want to bring in people who will spark

DERBY

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Nashville junior and elite captain
Lauren “Delyria” Lott transferred from
the University of Tennessee, where she
played roller derby. She joined the team
here and said she enjoyed it more than at
Tennessee. Lott said she favors Bowling
Green's teams due to the team members’
respect for and kindness to each other.

3

their imagination,” Weller said. “I hope it inspires them.”
Weller echoed Gott’s desires for the program in his speech to both current and future
Gatton students as well as faculty members.
“What we hope this will do is connect our
students here with their potential, bring entrepreneurs and other key leaders that can help
and will communicate to them the possibilities of what they can do,” Weller said.
During the speech where he presented
Roberts with the $20,000 check, Weller said
he supports Gatton Academy because it gives
young people the opportunity to be exceptional. He also said in today’s world it isn’t
enough to be the smartest or the fastest in a
career — one must be able to press their adCONNOR CHOATE/HERALD
vantage and take it to the next level.
Gatton Academy juniors Alison Jones and Erica Plummer sit in the lobby of
“I can’t think of a better investment than to Florence Schneider Hall Feb. 14. Plummer said choosing the academy is one of
invest in our future leaders,” he said.
the best decisions she has made.

With internal issues under control, Lott
said the team goal is to be the best in the
state.
“If we dream hard, we can do it,” Lott
said.
WKU alumna Hart “Trial N Terror”
Carwell said striving to be the best in
Kentucky comes with its challenges.
“You’re out there to get hit and hit each
other,” Carwell said.
But Carwell said there was more to
roller derby than simply learning the drills

and how to skate.
“We try to be as not intimidating as
possible (to newcomers),” Carwell said.
“It’s all about having a good attitude. We
want you here regardless of how good
you are.”
Davis reiterated the group's acceptance
of new players and of each other. He said
he thinks the team was able to bond by
learning about skating together.
“There’s something about roller derby that gives everybody on skates a real

sense of family,” Davis said. “It’s such an
awesome community. Everyone, in spite
of their differences, helps one another
along.”
Brumley, who will receive a roller derby nickname after she completes the boot
camp, also attributed the team’s amity to
even more than just wobbling, falling and
triumphing together.
“Once you’re in derby, it won’t be a
hobby,” Brumley said. “It’ll be a lifestyle.”

■ NEWS BRIEF

changes.
“I noticed the upgrade a few days ago,”
Louisville freshman Rachel Good said.
“The bus schedule feature is actually really convenient because I don’t have to
wing it anymore — I know exactly when
the bus is coming.”
Students who use the Android version
of iWKU will experience similar updates
but not identical ones.
“The transit map on iOS devices is
more interactive,” Birza said. “The Android map is more general, whereas the
iOS map is more specific. For example,
the iOS map will show you where you
are.”
Good also said that the new tour feature, which displays a picture and short
descriptions of several buildings on campus, could be very helpful to incoming
freshmen or new students.
“It’s very beneficial,” Good said. “I
don’t have to worry about being late
or leave my dorm really early to make
sure I catch the bus. I know everything
about my commute just by looking at my
phone.”

WKU app update released
With the release of an upgrade last
week, the iOS version of the iWKU app
makes it easier for students to access transit information.
“The iOS iPhone/iPod version of
iWKU Maps module now allows you
to see when the next bus departs and
arrives from any of the campus locations,” Director of Academic Technology John Bowers said. “The bus
schedule module is also now more mobile-friendly.”
The update made additional features
available for those using the iWKU app.
“The tours feature and the transit feature are both completely new,” said Paul
Birza, who works in the telecom department.
Combined, the new features have
greatly improved functionality for campus transit information, Bowers said.
Students who regularly use the app
have already started to notice positive

PUPPY

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Holly said she wondered if he had bitten off more than he could chew.
“I don’t know if he was ready for two
little puppies,” she said. “But he got online and researched them and began to
train them.”
Like any new parent, Straubel took on
the challenge eager and excited.
He created a Facebook page with pictures of Maggie and Owen in Green Bay
Packers gear and their Halloween costumes.
One year, Maggie was a prisoner and
Owen was a police officer. However, in
reality, those roles are switched.
Maggie is the lady of the house with a
clever and bossy personality.
“You can see her thinking out a problem,” he said. “It’s like the wheels are
turning in her eyes.”
She quickly learned how to unhook the
dog seat belts during car rides.
Owen, on the other hand, loves the fun
of the moment, often falling for Maggie’s
set-ups.
Straubel said Owen concentrates on
what’s in front of him at the moment, especially if it’s treat time.
Along with training, Maggie and Owen
know their daily schedule. Treat time is at
9 p.m.

— Hayley Hilbert

“I have a cornucopia of dog treats on
the top of my fridge,” he said. “Owen will
come look at me like, ‘I’m starving, Father, I’m wasting away to nothing.’”
One slippery accident after Thanksgiving nearly brought Straubel to tears.
During a rainy nighttime potty break,
he slipped and lost Maggie’s leash, and
she bolted.
“I thought, ‘What if she gets lost in the
woods or gets stuck with the leash around
her neck?’” he said.
He called a neighbor to help with the
search while Owen whimpered alongside
him.
After an hour of rummaging and shouting, the search party succeeded.
The doorbell rang once they were back
inside. It was a policeman with Maggie’s
leash in hand.
“Luckily, like a child, she went to a police officer’s house,” Straubel said.
Reunited, he reflected on how he’d
grown just as attached to Maggie and
Owen as they were to one another.
“I don’t know what I would do without
my dogs,” he said.
Holly said she knows Maggie and
Owen are her colleague’s family.
Straubel said if he found a woman who
didn't like dogs, he wouldn't give up Maggie and Owen, because they've always
been there for him.
“They’re such a big part of his life,”
she said. “I can’t see him without them.”
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EDITORIAL CARTOON

OPS

OTTOMS

TOPS to apartmentstyle living next fall.

BOTTOMS to there
not being a lot of
rooms available.
TOPS to SGA passing
their first legislation of
the semester.

BOTTOMS to that
process taking so long.

TOPS spring break in
coming in two weeks.

COLUMN

To dorm or not to dorm
I recently heard someone say we’ve
been in school for a month — a fact I
can’t wrap my head around because I still
haven’t adjusted to my schedule. It seems
as if this semester is going to be flying by,
and before I know it, my sophomore year
of college will be over.
As I approach the end of my sophomore
year, moving off campus is something that
has been coming up more and more often
in conversation with my friends who are
the same year as me.
“Where are you going to be living next
year?” my roommate asked me the other
day.
“I want to live somewhere close to campus, but that’s safe,” a friend expressed to
me over lunch.
“I don’t want to live in the same apartment everyone moves to,” I heard another
friend say.
Clearly, this is contemplative stuff.
I won’t lie — after two years of living
on campus in a dorm, having the opportunity to get my own place, to do what I want
and when I want, is very appealing. Having

to check someone into my
dorm and room
checks once a
month
where
my RA takes my
vanilla-scented
candle because
it’s against policy has gotten
old.
With my own
JOANNA WILLIAMS
place, I’ll have
READING BETWEEN
all the candles
THE LINES
I want and as
opinion@wkuherald.com many
people
over.
However, after an early and annoying
process of looking for places that are in a
convenient location and in my price range,
I already feel like throwing in the white
flag and yelling, “Forget it! I’ll stay in a
dorm for the rest of my life!”
Yet, something that has been slightly
bothering me is what if I really do decide
to stay on campus next semester? How will

I be looked at as the upperclassman who
still stays in a dorm? And will my friends
even come visit me at my dorm room now
that they have their own place?
The stigma of staying on campus after you’re eligible to move off is one that
more than a few upperclassmen have experienced.
Whether it’s having to explain that
you’re not a freshman or your reason for
staying on campus, you’re not going to get
through a semester without some speculation.
But who says you need to give them an
explanation?
Whatever your reason for moving off
campus now that you’re able to, don’t do it
because you feel you have to. Do it because
you’re comfortable with your decision.
I don’t know if I’m going to choose to
stay in Southwest Hall once February 21
— the day to choose my dorm for next year
— rolls around, but I do know that I won’t
let the stigma of being “too old” to stay
in a dorm dictate my decision and neither
should anyone else.

BOTTOMS to all the
projects and tests
before spring break.

CORRECTION
Due to a Herald error,
Andrew Salman was incorrectly identified in a
commentary article on the
Opinion page in the Feb.
10 issue of the Herald.
Salman’s first name is Andrew, not Adam.
The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects all confirmed
errors that are brought to
reporters’ or editors’ attention. Please call 745-6011
or 745-5044 to report a
correction, or e-mail us at
editor@wkuherald.com.
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Where are WKU's regional campuses located?

@pursweezy:
@wkuherald Owensboro,
Elizabethtown/Ft Knox/
Radcliff, Glasgow

@Devin_M_Martin: To anybody that goes to #wku don't make
the same mistake I did by scheduling eng 100 and hist 119 in the same
semester #collegeproblems -sent 2/16
@robinsonandrew: There was
the series of tweets last week of people posting old pics of them being
blackout drunk. Always good for the
image. #WKU -sent 2/15
@JTSC11: Dudes shouldn't wear
UGG boots.. Wish I could get a picture of this clown.. #WKU -sent 2/15

ACROSS
1 Sandal part
6 Loud sound of a hard impact
10 Destiny
14 Fragrance
15 Possess
16 Grass
17 Men and boys
18 Thingamajig
19 Dry as a desert
20 Ghosts
22 "Scram!"
24 Ship's frame
25 Well-educated
26 Loose waist-length jacket
29 Vital artery
30 Subject for Freud
31 Heroic tales
33 Bite between meals
37 Goes astray
39 Penetrate
41 Loyal
42 Disgusted
44 Mexico's dollars
46 Weep
47 Arrogant
49 Pops
51 Harmonious relationship
54 Parisian mom
55 Unwilling
56 Argued about
60 Commanded
61 Incite; urge on
63 Dwelling
64 Slant; personal judgment
65 Chances
66 Twilled fabric
67 Misfortunes
68 Robin's home
69 Contemptuous look
DOWN
1 Houston and Donaldson
2 Ensnare
3 Acting part
4 Oscar-winning actor Don __
5 Grazing land
6 Spin rapidly
7 Bowlers and sombreros
8 Pennsylvania or Fifth: abbr.
9 Church __; parishioner
10 Glaringly offensive
11 Producer __ Spelling
12 Strong string
13 Discontinued
21 Run and wed

Call (270
(270)745-2653 to sponsor a puzzlee today!

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle

23
25
26
27
28
29
32
34
35

Gobbles up
Is defeated
Red meat
Meanie
Actor Jack __
Went on stage
One's two cents' worth
Rainbows
Rudely brief

36
38
40
43
45
48
50
51
52

Door openers
Squelch
Terry cloth wraparounds
__ and cons
Go beyond
Neighbor of California
Corned beef sandwich
Synagogue leader
To no __; fruitlessly

by Jacqueline E. Mathews

53
54
56
57
58
59
62

Ride a bike
In the __ of; surrounded by
Root beer brand
Ripped
Border
Forest animal
"__ on a Grecian Urn"

@hmdahlgren: #WKU fails to
put enough outlets in GRH, incurs
my wrath. -sent 2/15
@alderdice: Really hope this
MWC and C-USA merger doesn't
mean that the Sun Belt (and WKU)
get left on the outside looking in on
conference realignment. -sent 2/14
@floody90: 6 people working
the counter at subway to make three
subs. WKU dining services winning
at life again -sent 2/14
@adam_haley21: "All the #wku
fans were going to bed with dreams
of Golden Dazzlers & a championship in their heads" #HotSprings
#HeraldWorthy. Night! -sent 2/13
Have Something
For Sale or For Rent?
Call 270-745-2653

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR RENT
8 blocks from campus.
Apartment for rent. 2 bedroom.
$600/month plus deposit.
Includes utilities.
270-796-7949
8 blocks from WKU.
3 br. apartment. $900/mo.
includes utilities.
270-796-7949

advertising@wkuherald.com
Classifieds Manager: Alex Weires

Do you have campus events you would
like to be included in the
'TAKE A BREAK' calendar?
Be sure to let us know!
Email your events to editor@wkuherald.com

HELP WANTED
Retail Pool Company
Now hiring for full time and
part time retail clerk and
outside service positions.
Chemistry/Biology experience
helpful but not required.
Fun atmosphere plus bonus
package. Great summer job.
Apply in person from 10-6
at Aqualand 1260 Campbell
Lane Bowling Green

City of Bowling Green

PART-TIME POSITION
Parks & Recreation

LABORER (SEASONAL) - Operates riding and push
mowers, cleaning, and trash pick-up at municipal parks
and cemeteries. Collects trash from City parks; paints
buildings and park equipment. Must possess a valid
driver’s license; Age 18+. 7:00 am - 4:00 pm, $8.83/hr.
Deadline to apply for this position will be Friday, February 24, 2012.
Interested applicants should obtain an employment application from the Human Resources
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green or from our website at www.bgky.org.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.

City of Bowling Green

CAMP COUNSELORS

Gender & Women’s Studies Genderation
series, Faculty House, 11:30 a.m.
Baseball vs Toledo, Nick Denes Field, 3 p.m.
Film Presentation: Journey of the Universe
followed by panel discussion, MMTH, 7 p.m.
Dinner and Roast honoring WKU football
coach Willie Taggart, National Corvette
Museum, Part of 2012 Black History
Month, Tickets are $30; fundraiser for African
American Museum of Bowling Green, 7 p.m.
Kapos Cheerleading Competition, Diddle
Arena, 8 a.m.
WKU Physics Olympics, Thompson Complex, 8:15 a.m.
Winter Super Saturdays, various locations,
12:30 p.m.
Baseball vs Toledo, Nick Denes Field, 2 p.m
Aiming Sky High, balloon release to celebrate
Gifted Education Week in Kentucky, Gary
A. Ransdell Hall, 3 p.m.
Kentucky District Nats Artist Competition,
Music Hall’s Choral Rehearsal Hall, 7 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Seasonal Positions

CAMP COUNSELORS - Assists with Summer Camp,
leads group activities; some counselors work with special
needs children, teens, & adults. Must be knowledgeable in
recreation/sports activities; may require CPR & First Aid
Certification. 40 hours per week; May thru August; weekend work may be required. Age 17+; $7.55/hr.
Interested applicants should obtain an employment application from the Human Resources
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green or from our website at www.bgky.org.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to
send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

Baseball vs Toledo, Nick Denes Field, 1 p.m
Focus on WKU campus preview day,
Diddle Arena, 8:30 a.m.
Black History Month Keynote Address:
Actor and Author Hill Harper, DUC Auditorium, Part of 2012 Black History Month, 7 p.m.
Black Classic Film Series: Trouble Behind,
Zacharias Hall, Part of 2012 Black History
Month, 10 p.m.

Chinese Spring Gala featuring Hubei
University’s Dragon and Lion Dance
Troupe, DUC Auditorium, 6 p.m.
Physics and Astronomy Public Activity
Evening, Thompson Complex, 7 p.m.
Women’s Basketball vs. Arkansas State,
Diddle Arena, 7:30 p.m.
Mini Health Fair, DUC third floor, Part of
2012 Black History Month, 12 p.m.
Presentation: Let’s Get Healthy by Dr.
Sharon Whitlock, DUC 305, Part of 2012
Black History Month 1 p.m.
Presentation: Keepers of the Culture, DUC
305, Part of 2012 Black History Month, 5 p.m.
2012 L.Y. Lancaster-Hugh Puckett Lecture: Congressional Update on Health
Care Legislation by U.S. Rep. Brett
Guthrie, Knicely Conference Center, WKU
South Campus, 6 p.m.
Film Screening: Ida B. Wells: A Passion
for Justice, Discussion led by Dr. Dorothea Browder, Cherry Hall 125, Part of
2012 Black History Month. 6:30 p.m.
Men’s Basketball vs. Arkansas State,
Diddle Arena, 7 p.m.
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Store personalizing products for WKU Greeks
By NATALIE WEST
diversions@wkuherald.com

College Graffiti, a local
apparel and gift store, is celebrating its 25th year of business in August.
Owner Diane Signorello
said the business began
when she went to the Greek
houses for trunk shows and
sales.
“My daughters were AOPis, and they couldn’t find
any Greek products except
in a shoebox at the bookstore,” she said.
So Signorello got a certificate, licensure and started
at home.
She opened a store in
1991, and now College
Graffiti is a popular place for
customized products.
“We are a collegiate
Greek store catering to the
Greek community at WKU

and other universities in
Kentucky, Indiana and Tennessee,” she said, adding
that people come from everywhere.
Louisville senior and Phi
Mu member Samantha Burnett agreed that it’s not just a
store for WKU students.
“I have friends back
home who come up here because they don’t have a store
like this,” she said.
The store is not just for
Greeks either. Signorello
said they are also licensed to
create WKU items, as well
as personalized items for
other organizations including cheer teams and the nursing program.
As far as the items College Graffiti personalizes,
the owner said they have
several options, such as Tshirts, sweatshirts, shorts,
hats, flip-flops and more.

Signorello said the store
also offers a variety of gift
items like frames, wooden
paddles, blankets, etc.
“It’s hard staying on top
of trends, but we make sure
we have what people want,”
she said.
“We started with Lilly
(Pulitzer) sorority patterns
this semester and have new
quarter-zips, razorback tanks
and neon tanks — all the
spring break must-haves.”
Signorello said that customer service is a priority for
her and her two daughters
that also work there.
“We have a good quality
product at a good price, and
we are consistent at what we
do,” she said. “There is no
job too small.”
Not only does Signorello
interact with her customers, but also with the whole
Greek community. She said

they donate to the various
philanthropies and help with
sponsorships.
“They donated to our golf
scramble,” Burnett said.
Above all, Signorello
said her favorite part of running a business is the clientele.
“They’re my students,
and I care about them,” she
said.
She did note many of the
SHELBY MACK/HERALD
customers are girls and that
they were “a little on the Patty Gay presses Greek letters onto the back of a jacket in her
mother’s store, College Graffiti. Gay graduated from WKU in
light side with the fellas.”
But Louisville junior and 1990 and was an Alpha Omicron Pi.
Phi Gamma Delta member items they offer.
the store now has an online
Chris Kinney is one male
“You don’t want some- service to make it easier
who's shopped there. He thing everyone else has,” he for the customers. You can
said he bought a T-shirt from said. “You want to make it visit their website at www.
the store and also likes to personal, unique.”
college-graffiti.com.
purchase gifts there for his
Burnett agreed and said
The store’s spring hours
little brother. Though he said she also bought items like are Monday through Frihe goes only about once or shirts, key chains and lava- day from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
twice a year, Kinney said he lieres.
and it's located at 1231
really does like the variety of
Signorello added that Center St.

Locks of Love event to be held on campus
By TAYLOR HARRISON
news@wkuherald.com

After watching her best friend’s
mother deal with the self-consciousness associated with hair loss
from her cancer treatment, Susan
Zhou wanted to do something to
help others in a similar position.
Zhou, an Owensboro junior, is
organizing a Locks of Love event
to take place on March 20 from 1
p.m. to 5 p.m. in the Downing University Center courtyard, between
DUC and Minton Hall.
A bill that would provide $420
in funding to the event received its
first read on Tuesday at the Student
Government Association meeting.
Students will have the opportu-

nity to donate their hair to Locks of
Love, a non-profit organization that
creates hairpieces for people under
21 with conditions that can result in
hair loss or cancer.
There will be a bake sale during
the event and possibly a live show.
“All of this is happening all at
once,” Zhou said.
Kari Payne, a stylist, will be at
the event to cut hair. The guidelines
for donation are: hair has to be at
least 10 inches long. hair must be
in a ponytail or braid and hair
must be clean and dry. Hair can
be highlighted or colored, but not
bleached, according to Locks of
Love’s website.
Because of her friend’s mother’s
hair loss, Zhou was self-conscious

WALK-ON
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“When I got this opportunity to come
back home, I was ready to come back
home and be with the family again —
just carry out basketball as long as I can,”
Sheldon said.
Starks had a number of Ivy League
schools interested and held a few Division II scholarship offers, namely Central
Missouri. But high requirements for ACT
scores at the Ivy League schools, plus a
need to be around his mother — who he
said “was going through things” — kept
him close to home.
Former head coach Ken McDonald
wanted Starks to walk on out of high
school, but Starks opted for junior college. While at Volunteer State, he tried
contacting McDonald about walking on,
but could never get in touch. So, instead,
he enrolled at WKU and was just planning on finishing his schooling until he
ran into McDonald at the Preston Center.

BULLPEN

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“We gave up nine wins last
year at the end of the game, so
I hope we’re improved,” Myers
said.
Inexperience might be the
biggest question mark with the
bullpen at the start of the season.
Hammonds and junior righthander Taylor Haydel are the
only two major contributors from
last year’s rotation returning this
season.

that people would realize she wore
a wig.
“The way I see it is: It has to be
harder for children just because,
you know, you have to deal with
your peers,” She said.
Zhou hopes that helping children get hairpieces will instill confidence in them so they will be better
able to deal with their illness.
“It’s just, like, my little contribution,” she said.
Zhou will be donating her own
hair and so far has about three or
four girls who will be donating as
well.
Natalie Broderick, SGA student
affairs committee head, said initially SGA will only fund the event,
but she will give senators the op-

“I was down there working out, and I
was like, ‘If there’s a spot still on the team,
I’d like to come out and play,'" Starks told
McDonald. "'I’m not looking to come out
and start or nothing like that — just be a
part of the team.'
“Now I’m here, and I’m loving it.”
By looking at the stat sheet, it might
not appear the two have had much impact
on the team. Both have logged three total
minutes apiece and haven’t scored.
But Interim Head Coach Ray Harper
said they’re both valuable assets, especially with the amount of injuries WKU
has suffered this season.
“Those two are getting extended minutes in practice,” he said. “Jay actually got
his first quality minutes at Florida Atlantic
and was very productive — got a steal and
an assist. I wouldn’t be afraid to put him
in at any time. Spence, same scenario.
“They’re just good, competitive kids,
and they’re both Bowling Green (area)
guys, so they know what this program’s
all about. It means something to put that
jersey on. That’s very important.”

New faces in the bullpen will
include redshirt freshman righthander Tate Glasscock and junior
right-hander Colton Satterlee.
Additionally,
sophomore
right-hander Justin Hageman,
a Freshman All-American in
2011, has been moved from the
Saturday starter slot to closer
role for at least this weekend's
series against Toledo.
“We’re young, which a lot
of people were kind of worried
about,” Hammonds said. “But
the way that I’ve seen them
throw this fall and leading up

tion to volunteer and possibly get
service hours.
“I think Locks of Love is a great
foundation to support but also helping a student raise money for a nonprofit organization they are passionate (about) is important too,”
Broderick said.
Zhou is going around the community with fliers, doing radio interviews and going to organizations
to spread the word. She has also
created a Facebook page for the
event.
She's selling $12 T-shirts for the
event, and if SGA does help fund
the event, their logo could be put on
the shirts. The proceeds will go to
Locks of Love.
One of Zhou’s sorority sisters

NCAA

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“We’ve lost a lot in the bullpen the last
couple of years, and that’s the biggest question mark for me — replacing that,” Myers
said.
Perkins said he’s not worried with the
depth of the pitching staff and said he feels no
added pressure to pitch deep into games just
because there aren’t as many bullpen arms.
“Our young guys have stepped up in the
spring, and I think they’re going to be just
fine on the mound,” Perkins said. “It’s going
to be rough getting some innings under their
belt like it was for me, but after that I think
they’ll be fine.”
Offensively, the Toppers lost a few key
components from last season, especially
catcher Matt Rice and outfielder Kes Carter,
both of whom were drafted by the Tampa
Bay Rays last summer.
However, they return powerful bats in
senior third baseman Casey Dykes and senior outfielders Jared Andreoli and Ryan

to this first game, I think we’re
going to be fine.”
WKU has 12 pitchers on its
roster right now, meaning the
squad will have to get through
the year without any major
injuries to keep a full starting
rotation and bullpen.
Haydel said the thinner staff
will be able to carry the team.
“I think we have all the
potential to be one of the best
pitching groups here,” he said.
“We obviously don’t have as
many pitchers as we’ve had in
the past, but... we’re all really

from Alpha Gamma Delta, Louisville freshman Elizabeth Gribbins,
is helping plan the event.
“She just said, ‘Hey, I have
this idea — do you want to be involved?’” Gribbins said.
Gribbins said they “got the ball
rolling” and it’s been a lot of fun so
far.
There will be a benefit night at
Stakz on Feb. 28, as well as possible benefit nights at other restaurants on future dates.
The main items that Zhou will
need to pay for are renting a tent
from Campus Activities Board, fliers and magazine advertisements.
Donation jars will be at the
WKU bookstore and possibly at
Aramark locations.

Hutchison.
The Toppers finished with a .297 batting
average last year — tied for third-best in the
Sun Belt Conference.
Dykes said he likes what he sees from
the team as a whole in the early stages of the
2012 campaign.
"The team chemistry and the way we
play together is different than it’s been the
last couple of years," he said. "I think it’s
better. It’s been fun to watch so far.”
Myers said he’s excited to watch this
team go and get the season underway but
that he also knows there are still questions
left unanswered.
However, he said those things will play
themselves out. He said he simply wants
his team focused on their ultimate goal of
reaching the NCAA Tournament, something
WKU hasn't done since 2009.
“That’s been our goal the day we got
these guys together: to be one of the best
teams in the conference, compete for a
conference championship, get back to a regional and learn how to win that regional,”
Myers said.

capable of getting the job done
on the mound.”
Myers said even if the
pitching staff was bigger, it
would still be whittled down
over the course of the year to
create a more effective lineup.
“No matter if you have 20
guys or 12, you’re trying to get
to your top eight or nine,” Myers
said. “So if the top eight or nine
guys stay healthy and do what
they’re supposed to do, then
we’ll be fine there.”
Junior left-hander Tanner
Perkins will be on the mound at

Nick Denes Field to start WKU’s
season at 3 p.m. on Friday
against Toledo.
Should Perkins fault or tire,
Myers will turn the game over to
the Toppers’ unproven bullpen.
Myers said experience will
come for the young relief staff.
“Our guys just need to come
out every day and do what they
can to help us win, and if they
can do that, then they’ll be fine,”
he said.
“Will they be a little nervous
out there? “Probably, but that’s
okay.”
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Guards keying late-season WKU surge
By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@wkuherald.com

A pleased look came
across Mary Taylor Cowles’
face on Wednesday night as
she looked at her guards’
stats on the postgame box
score.
The Lady Toppers’ head
coach had just seen her
backcourt lead WKU to a
71-60 win in Diddle Arena
over Sun Belt Conference
East Division rival Florida
Atlantic.
Freshman Alexis Govan
racked up a game-high five
assists to go with six points.
Sophomore
Chaney
Means had six points, four
assists and a game-high four
steals.
Sophomore
Ellen
Sholtes, making her sixth
career start, had nine points,
three assists and a pair of
steals.
Senior Vanessa Obafemi added a game-high 18
points, nine of which came

on three 3-point baskets in
the game’s first two minutes.
“They just continue to
play very, very well together,” Cowles said. “I think
along with our coaching
staff, we’re just more and
more comfortable with the
rotation we’ve got going.”
Of those four players,
only Obafemi has held the
same role for the majority
of the year.
It’s taken longer for
Cowles to find set roles for
Means, Govan and Sholtes.
But it seems she’s finally
settled on a guard rotation
that includes Govan and
Sholtes starting alongside
Obafemi in the backcourt,
with Means coming off the
bench.
Improved play from all
those guards has helped key
a modest two-game win
streak for WKU (8-17, 5-8
Sun Belt).
It’s also been a reversal
from earlier in the season,

COLUMN

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

UPCOMING EVENTS

Most students who were
freshmen in 2009 when the
Toppers came within a Regional Finals loss to Ole Miss from
getting to a Super Regional are
now second-semester seniors.
And most of the students
who saw the 2008 team play
have now graduated.

when much of the Lady
Toppers’ offensive production came from senior forwards LaTeira Owens and
Keshia Mosley.
“Us guards, we’ve really stepped up,” Obafemi
said. “Ellen’s been good
and confident handling
the ball. (Freshman guard)
Danay (Fothergill) had a
really big game the last
game, as well as Chaney.
The guards have stepped
up with the post.”
Sholtes and Means have
thrived recently in new
roles.
Sholtes saw little time for
much of the season and then
was thrust into the starting
point guard role Jan. 25 for
WKU’s first matchup with
FAU.
The former Louisville
Mercy Academy standout
has been running the Lady
Topper offense ever since.
“We were just at a point
where we needed to figure
something out,” Cowles

Much of the current group
of students have never seen the
Toppers advance to the NCAA
Tournament.
At a regional school where
most students grew up fans of
other teams, that can be dangerous for attendance.
Just walk a few buildings up
Avenue of Champions to Diddle Arena to see two examples
of that.
Campus enthusiasm for

said of her decision to put
Sholtes at the point. “What
Ellen Sholtes is, is extremely basketball-savvy.
“She understands the
game of basketball… She
brings a lot of knowledge
to the game, and given the
opportunity, she’s really
grabbed a hold of this.”
While Sholtes’ impact
has been seen at the offensive end, Means has found
a defensive niche at the top
of WKU’s “mad dog” fullcourt press, pressuring the
other team’s guards in the
backcourt.
Her efforts have resulted
in 11 steals in the Lady Toppers’ last four outings.
COOPER BURTON/HERALD
“I guess that just kind of Freshman guard Alexis Govan drives to the paint during WKU’s
came about — I don’t know game against Florida Atlantic at Diddle Arena on Wednesday.
how I got put up there to begin with because I’ve never just three regular season Feb. 4 in Diddle.
“We’ve got to continue
played that position ever,” games left, starting with a
Means said of her role in the rematch against South Ala- to get better, and we’ve got
mad dog. “I really enjoy it. bama at 5 p.m. on Saturday to continue to improve,”
Cowles said. “But I like
It just gives me a chance to in Mobile, Ala.
The Lady Jaguars dealt the fact we’re headed in the
have a lot of energy.”
The Lady Toppers have WKU a 56-52 defeat on right direction.”

baseball has a chance to dive in
the same manner as it has for
men’s and women’s basketball
should WKU’s 2012 season
also end without an NCAA
berth.
Luckily for the Toppers, a
lot of the pieces are in place to
make a 2008 or 2009-like run
this year.
New Head Coach Matt Myers has promised a team that’ll
play good small ball, getting on

base, getting people over and
manufacturing runs.
Then when they need to play
long ball, the Toppers have the
services of senior right-fielder
Ryan Hutchison and junior
catcher Ryan Huck — two guys
more than capable of big home
runs.
The team’s defense last year
was stellar at times, and Myers has promised it’ll be just as
good this year.

And most importantly, WKU
has perhaps the league's two
best arms in junior left-hander
Tanner Perkins and sophomore
right-hander Justin Hageman.
If WKU
can reach an
NCAA Regional in 2012, the
Toppers won’t have to rely on
fans that were here during 2008
and 2009 to fill the stands.
Instead, they’ll have a new
bunch of fans they can keep
around the ballpark.

Department of Economics

This Scholarship Fund will be used for scholarships awarded
to qualifying students who are enrolled as full time students
at Western Kentucky University.

An Economic Case
for More Open
Immigration

This award will be given exclusively to students who are
entering into their Senior year studying Pre-medicine or
Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) at WKU.
The main consideration for recipients of this
scholarship will be financial need.
Recipients must be able to document
outstanding academic performance.
Applicants must fill out a scholarship application and
submit a short statement (two pages or less) that
discusses your interest in medicine or nursing.

A Lecture by

Benjamin Powell,
Senior Economist
Beacon Hill Institute and Associate
Professor of Economics, Suffolk University

Monday, February 20th
8:00 PM
Grise Hall 235

Submit application & statement via email to:
chhs-scholarships@wku.edu
Applications are available online. Please visit:
http://www.wku.edu/chhs/current_students_info.php

For more information on this scholarship, please contact:
john.bonaguro@wku.edu
kenneth.crawford@wku.edu or

ECONOMICS

All applications for this scholarship must be
received by March 31, 2012

www.wku.edu/economics
Sponsored By The Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation &
WKU BB&T Center for the Study of Capitalism
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WKU's game vs. FAU on
Thursday was played after
the Herald's print deadline.
For full coverage visit

WKUHERALD.COM
2.17.12
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A vital year for
Topper baseball
By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@wkuherald.com

COOPER BURTON/HERALD

Freshman pitcher Tate Glasscock stretches in the bullpen during practice on Feb. 8. The baseball team will open their
season today at 3 p.m. at Nick Denes Field.

Quick show of hands: Who remembers the 2008 and 2009
WKU baseball teams?
Most students here probably don’t.
Those two Topper teams represented the most successful stretch
of WKU baseball in our lifetimes.
The 2008 team made a run to win the Sun Belt Conference tournament and advanced to an NCAA Regional.
WKU's 2009 squad built on that success, finishing one loss
away from qualifying for the school’s first-ever Super Regional.
The NCAA runs translated to lots of fans in the stands at Nick
Denes Field in 2010 and 2011.
But those 2008 and 2009 teams played before most of us got
here.
As we’ve learned with other WKU teams, we live in a “What
have you done for me lately?” kind of world.
And in all honesty, the 2010 and 2011 teams didn’t do as much
as was expected of them.
Despite producing future draft picks like Matt Ridings, Kes
Carter and Matt Rice, neither of those teams finished higher than
fourth in the Sun Belt.
Both teams missed the NCAA tournament, yet the stands were
still full nearly every game. Perhaps some fans subconsciously attached the successes of the tournament teams with the 2010 and
2011 teams.
That may not continue much longer.
SEE COLUMN, PAGE 7

BASEBALL

Toppers hoping for return trip to NCAA Tournament
Perkins will start the Toppers’ season
opener at 3 p.m. on Friday against Toledo at
Nick Denes Field.
Myers previously said Hageman would
pitch Saturdays, a role he also filled in 2011.
But WKU Media Relations confirmed on
Thursday that Hageman will go to the bullpen
to serve as the Toppers' closer this weekend.
Freshman left-hander Ian Tompkins, a
Louisville St. Xavier High School product,
will instead start on Saturday.
Hageman's move to the pen will soldify a
young group which faltered at the end of several games last season.
Junior right-hander Taylor Haydel has also
been converted from a starter to a reliever in
hopes to create more depth and solidify the
bullpen.

By KURT CARSON
sports@wkuherald.com

Last season didn't end the way the Toppers
hoped it would.
WKU finished with a record of 33-24 last
season, missing the NCAA Tournament for
the second straight year.
Head Coach Matt Myers said despite a few
key losses from last year’s team, making the
postseason will remain their ultimate goal.
“The goal is to win a conference championship,” Myers said. “Every year we want that.
We want a chance to play in the postseason.”
WKU will look for junior left-hander Tanner Perkins and sophomore right-hander Justin Hageman to carry a lot of the weight for
the pitching staff this season. Both Perkins
and Hageman were named to the 2012 Preseason All-Sun Belt Conference Team.
SEE NCAA, PAGE 6

Bullpen hopes to
change perception
By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@wkuherald.com

With a new season beginning Friday, senior right-hander Ross
Hammonds said WKU’s young group of relief pitchers are going
to surprise some people this year.
“We got a lot of new guys, and a lot of fans are going to come
out and not really know who they are,” he said. “But I’m excited to
see the fans get to see what I’ve been seeing. They’ve really been
throwing well, and they have the stuff to really be special.”
Hammonds has every reason to hope the young faces in the pen
will spell improvement, as the back end of the Toppers’ bullpen
was one of the team’s biggest issues last season.
The Toppers recorded 13 saves last season, ranking second in
the Sun Belt Conference. Still WKU allowed several late-inning
leads to slip away.
First-year Head Coach Matt Myers saw each of those blown
saves in 2011, serving as WKU’s pitching coach.
SEE BULLPEN, PAGE 6

MEN'S BASKETBALL

Local walk-ons fulfilling lifelong dreams at WKU
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@wkuherald.com

It took leaving the Bowling Green area
for walk-ons Spence Sheldon and Jay
Starks to end up at WKU.
Sheldon broke his ankle his junior year
at Warren Central High School and transferred to IMG Academy in Bradenton, Fla.,
for his senior season.
Starks, a former Allen County-Scottsville High School standout, played for two
years at Volunteer State Community College before coming to WKU this fall.
Both said the moves were necessary so
they could improve their skills enough to
where they’d be able to play for the program
they had long dreamed of being a part of.
“This was just a childhood dream of
mine just to play at Western Kentucky,”
Sheldon said. “I worked my butt off for
17, 18 years having that goal in mind. Just
the fact that I’m on the edge — I’m on the
team, not necessarily playing — but I’m
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just one step closer to my dream.”
Starks was trying to follow along the
path of Topper great Jim McDaniels — the
star of the 1971 Final Four team and also a
Scottsville native.
“I always looked up to Jim McDaniels,”
Starks said. “I pretty much just always
planned on coming to be a Hilltopper. It
was my dream as a child.”
Both had other opportunities — either
as a preferred walk-on at other schools or
scholarship offers from smaller schools.
Wake Forest was planning on Sheldon going to prep school, “then we were going to
go from there,” he said. Florida Gulf Coast
also showed interest.
Instead, he chose WKU last spring when
he thought he might redshirt this season,
which essentially would’ve been the equivalent of prep school but would have given
him a chance to learn WKU’s system.
SEE WALK-ON, PAGE 6
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Freshman guard Spence Sheldon, a walk-on on the men’s basketball team, listens to
instructions from Interim Head Coach Ray Harper during practice Feb. 14. A Bowling Green
native, Sheldon said he's dreamed of playing for WKU since childhood.
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